4™ CNLU
CYBER LAW NATIONAL MOOT
COURT COMPETITION,
2026

SCCTIMES

Media Partner




ABOUT
Chanakya National Law
University

Chanakya National Law University (CNLU) was established
by the Bihar Act No. 24 of 2006 under the patronage of
Government of Bihar. The University is accredited by
NAAC and 1is recognized by the University Grants
Commission (UGC) and registered with the Bar Council of
India (BCI). The University is ranked 7™ among NLUs in
NIRF ranking 2025. The teaching pedagogy prioritizes in
classroom lectures, presentations as well as in augmenting
the all-round development of students. The students of this
institution have proved their prowess by bringing several
laurels to its pride in competitions ranging from Moot
Courts to debates and sports events. Eleven batches of
CNLU have passed and have been placed in leading law
firms, corporate houses, banks and several have been
chosen by foreign universities for pursuing masters.



ABOUT
Moot Court Committee, CNLU

Moot Court Competitions are highlight of every law
curriculum. The exercise of mooting teaches students skills
that are of utmost importance for solving complex legal
problems. The Moot Court Committee of Chanakya National
Law University is a student led body that works hand in
hand with the administration for organizing various
activities. Currently, the Committee is led by Student
Convenors Mr. Shalin Kumar and Ms. Kopal Bhatnagar.

Annually, the Committee organizes three competition -
Freshers Moot for novice students, General Intra for the
allotment of National Moots and Special Intra for the
allotment of International Moots. In the past, committee
has been involved in the organization of various National
and International Moot Court Competitions.




ABOUT
CNLU Cyber Law National

Moot Court Competition, 2026

Chanakya National Law University, Patna (CNLU) proudly
announces the fourth edition of CNLU Cyber Law National
Moot Court Competition, 2026 in association with J. Sagar
Associates. The objective of this moot is to stir up research
on issues in cyber law. The computer-generated world of the
internet known as cyberspace has propelled the need for
vibrant and efficient regulatory mechanisms to further
strengthen the legal infrastructure. Young lawyers excelling
in the domain of cyber law will lead to the opening up of
better business prospects and benefit those in the industry.
MCC CNLU ensures that the students are provided with as
realistic an impression of Cyber Law as possible.



ABOUT
Moot Proposition Drafter

Dr. Ashok Wadje is a distinguished academic and
researcher in the field of Cyber Law, with a Ph.D.
specializing in the domain. He currently serves as an
Associate Professor of Law at Maharashtra National Law
University, Aurangabad and Associate Dean in the
University. He is also the Proctor of the University. He
was also an acting Registrar of the Maharashtra National
Law University, Aurangabad.

He is also a Post-Doctorate Research Fellow in the field of
Cyber Law, pursuing an advanced research course (LL.D.)
in the field of Information Technology Law (Cyber Law).
He has contributed more than 40 Journals to his credit in

various National and International Journals in Legal and
allied field.



RULES

Short Title: This moot court competition shall be called the "4th CNLU CYBER
LAW NATIONAL MOOT COURT COMPETITION, 2026".

1. DEFINITIONS

Unless otherwise stated following shall be construed herein under as—

1.1. Competition: The Competition refers to all the aspects of the "4th CNLU CYBER
LAW NATIONAL MOOT COURT COMPETITION 2026".

1.2. Organizing Committee: It shall mean the Moot Court Committee of the
Chanakya National Law University, Patna.

1.3. Participating Team: It means the team which has registered itself for the
competition as per the rules of registration.

1.4. Participating Institution: It shall be presumed to be the parent institution of
the participating team.

1.5. Court Master: The "Court Master" shall be an officer of the Court. The officer
shall be entrusted with the duties of smooth functioning of the Court. Such an officer
shall be the medium of communication between the Organizing Committee and the
Court during the competition.

1.6. Dispute Resolution Committee: The appellate committee in certain issues
shall be referred to as "Dispute Resolution Committee (DRC)". The decision of the DRC
shall be final. No further appeal is allowed from any order of the DRC.

1.7. Memorial: It means the written arguments submitted by the team, on behalf of
both parties, according to the Rules of the Competition by each team.

1.8.“Stage-1” means the Memorial Qualifier Round;

1.9. “Stage-I1” shall be the Oral Rounds being held physically in the Campus;

1.10. Memorial Evaluation Committee: The committee entrusted with the
evaluation of memorials in the competition shall be referred to as the "Memorial
Evaluation Committee". The committee shall submit the feedback-cum-score sheet to
the Organising Committee after scrutinising the memorial of the teams.

1.11. Rules: It means rules of the “4th CNLU CYBER LAW NATIONAL MOOT COURT
COMPETITION 2026".



2. GENERAL

2.1. Dates: The Competition shall be organised in physical mode. Inaugural
Ceremony and Researcher's Test are scheduled to be held on 3rd April 2026.
Preliminary Round- 1 and Preliminary Round- 2 are scheduled to be held on
4th April 2026. Semi-Finals, Final Round and Valedictory Ceremony are
scheduled to be held on 5th April 2026.

2.2, Eligibility: All students enrolled in a three (3) year LL.B. programme or
a five (5) year integrated law programme shall be eligible to participate in the
Competition. However, only three teams per institution shall be eligible to
participate. In the event of multiple registrations from the same
College/University/Law School, the team which submits a letter by the Head /
Dean of the Institution / Moot Court Committee, authorizing them to
participate on behalf of the College or Law School shall be eligible to register.

Students enrolled in post-graduate or diploma courses are not eligible to
participate.

2.3. Dress Code: The dress code to be adhered to for the duration of the
competition is:

2.3.1. Girls: White Salwar Kurta or Black Pant/Skirt and White Shirt with
Blazer.

2.3.2. Boys: White Shirt, Black Trousers with Tie and Black Blazer.

2.4. Language: All oral and written submissions are required to be made in
English, which shall be the official language of the Competition.

2.5. Structure of the Competition: The Competition comprises of two
stages. Stage I shall be the Memorial Qualifier Round. Memorandum is to be
prepared and submitted on the moot proposition. The top 16 teams based on
memoranda scores are to appear for the oral rounds. This shall be open to all
teams which successfully register for the competition. The results of this round
shall be based on evaluation of memorials and shall determine the 16 teams
which will proceed to Stage I1.



2.6. Accommodation and Transport:

(a) Accommodation shall be provided only to the teams qualifying for the
Stage - II by Chanakya National Law University from the evening of 3™ April
2026 to the morning of 5th April 2026.

(b) The Organizing Committee shall be responsible for providing transport
from the accommodation venue to the Competition Venue.

(¢) The teams qualifying for the Stage - II shall have to register for the
advanced rounds before 31st March 2026. In case of their failure to register for
the Advanced Rounds, such team shall be disqualified and the team next in the
ranking list shall be called upon to register for the Advanced Rounds.

3. Registration

3.1. Mode of Registration

3.1.1 In this edition of the competition, registration will be open to three (3) teams
per institution to participate in the competition. Interested teams are required to
register for the Competition by filling out the registration form.

For Registration form: Click here

3.1.2 While filling out the Registration Form, the teams have to choose a primary
contact person. All communications concerning the Competition will be sent by
email to the nominated contact person. The nominated contact person shall be
responsible to convey all the information to the team.

3.1.3 In order to confirm registration for Stage-I, the teams must pay a nominal
fees of INR 4500/- (Rupees Four Thousand Five Hundred only) per team and fill
the payment details in the registration form. The teams qualifying for the Stage - 11
have to pay an additional amount of INR 3000/~ to confirm registration for Stage
- I1.

3.1.4 PAYMENT DETAILS -

Name as in Bank Account: CHANAKYA NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY
Name of the Bank: STATE BANK OF INDIA

Branch Name: MITHAPUR, PATNA

Bank Account Number: 40831092400

IFSC Code: SBIN0015996


https://forms.gle/bmX7pbTs92PPXC7CA

3.1.5 The fee for the competition shall be paid to the bank account/UPI/QR
Code mentioned above. After payment of the fee, the candidate/team must
ensure that the screenshot is taken. The screenshot shall be used for
verification purposes. All the participating institutions have to confirm
participation by attaching the screenshot of the payment receipt in the google
form.

3.2. Confirmation of Registration:

3.2.1 The teams after registration will receive a confirmation mail from the
Organising Committee for confirmation of the slot for the competition. In
the event such confirmation mail is not received by the registered team, it
may contemporaneously send an email with its registration details to
cybernmcc@cnlu.ac.in

3.2.2 The teams shall be provided a unique team code which shall be used
in the preparation of the memorial as stated in the rule 3.3.1. Teams shall
only be addressed by this code in the oral rounds.

3.3. Code of Conduct:

3.3.1. Each team will be designated with a unique team code after the
registration.

3.3.2.Teams shall not disclose their identity or that of their institution or
city etc.

3.3.3. Such disclosure shall invite penalties including disqualification. The
decision for the same shall be at the discretion of the Organising Committee.

3.3.4. All participants are expected to maintain the decorum in the Court
during the competition and are expected to conduct themselves in a manner
befitting the legal profession.



4. Format of the Competition

4.1. Rounds:
The Competition is divided into two stages—

4.1.1. Stage I: Memorial Qualifier Round (Online)
4.1.2. Stage II: (Offline)
4.1.2.1. Preliminary Round- I and Round- II
4.1.2.2. Semi Finals
4.1.2.3. Final Round

4.2. Draw of lots:

The side to be represented (Petitioner/Appellant/Respondent/Defendant)
shall be decided by draw of lots at different stages during the Semi-final and
Final round of competition.

4.3. Preliminary Rounds:

4.3.1. Each team shall argue from both sides in the Preliminary Rounds.
4.3.2. No team shall argue the same side twice in the Preliminary Rounds

4.4. Scoring in the Preliminary Rounds:

4.4.1. The qualification of teams to the Semi-Final Rounds shall be determined
based on the win or loss of the team in each preliminary round.

4.4.2. The win or loss of a team shall be determined on the basis of their
aggregate score. The team with a higher aggregate score shall win the round.

4.4.3. The aggregate score of a team shall be computed as the total of—
4.4.3.1. The score of Speaker 1;

4.4.3.2. The score of Speaker 2; and

4.4.3.3. The score of the Memorial.



4.5. Arrangement of Ranking:
The teams in the Preliminary Rounds shall be ranked based on the
following criterion—

4.5.1. The teams shall be first differentiated on their win-loss record after the
Preliminary Rounds;

4.5.2. If there is a tie, the team with the higher aggregate score will be allotted the
higher rank;

4.5.3. If the tie subsists, the team with the higher memorial score will be allotted
a higher rank;

4.5.4. If the tie further subsists, the team with the higher aggregate speaker score
will be allotted the higher rank;

4.5.5. If the tie still subsists, the team with the highest individual speaker score
out of speakers of tied teams will be allotted the higher rank;

4.5.6. If the tie still subsists, then the rank shall be determined by the toss of a
coln.

4.6. Results of Preliminary Rounds: The results of the Preliminary Rounds
shall be declared soon after the conclusion of both the Preliminary Rounds. The

top four teams as per the criterion laid down under Rule 4.5 will qualify for the
Advanced Rounds.

4.7. Advanced Rounds: The Semi-Finals, and Finals shall constitute the
Advanced Rounds of the Competition.

4.7.1. Semi-Finals:

4.7.1.1. The top four teams from the Preliminary Rounds will qualify for the
Semi-finals.

4.7.1.2. The team shall argue only once in the Semi-finals. The side for the Semi-
finals shall be decided by way of the draw of lots.

4.7.1.3. The Semi-finals shall be a knock-out round.

4.7.1.4. The win-loss shall be decided based on the aggregate speaker score. No
memorial score will be added in the Semi-final. The win-loss shall be determined
based on the score so computed.




4.7.2. Finals:

In the final round, the win-loss shall be decided based on the aggregate speaker
score. No memorial score will be added in the final round. The win-loss shall be
determined based on the score so computed.

5. Memorial

5.1. All rules laid down henceforth regarding the submission and formatting of
the memorial have to be strictly adhered to. Non-adherence to the same will
attract penalties as described later in this section.

5.2. The contestants may raise grounds of challenges or issues other than those
mentioned in the Statement of Facts.

5.3. General Rules & Submission:

5.3.1. All teams are directed to submit two memorials — on behalf of both —
Petitioner/Appellant and Respondent/Defendant.

5.3.2. All teams must attach and submit the soft copies of their memorial for the
petitioner and respondent, in both PDF and DOCX format, no later than 11:59
P.M. (IST) on 15™ March 2026 on the email ID cybernmcc@cnlu.ac.in with the
subject line "Submission of memorial by [Team Code]' . Violation of this deadline
shall be penalized.

5.3.3. The files shall be named in accordance with the team codes provided. For
instance, if the Team Code is 01, the memorial for the petitioner shall be named
Po1 and the memorial for the respondent shall be named Ro1.

5.3.4. There shall be strict adherence to the deadline for memorial submission.
5.3.5. It is to be noted that apart from the mention of team codes on the file name

and cover page, there shall be no mention of anything related to the team on the
memorial.



5.3.6. The names of the participants or their College, University, or Law School
shall not be mentioned anywhere on the e-mail or the Memorial.

5.3.7. The cover page for the Petitioner/Appellant shall be BLUE, while that of
the Respondent/Defendant shall be RED.

5.3.8. Kindly note that in case of multiple submissions by the teams, the one
submitted last shall only be considered for evaluation.

5.3.9. That the team shall submit hard copies of Memorials upon arrival on 3™
April 2026.

5.4. Formatting of the Memorial:

5.4.1. The Body of Arguments should not exceed 30 pages in total. The entire
memorial including the cover page should not exceed 45 pages.

5.4.2. The font of the body of the Memorial must be Times New Roman, size 12,
with 1.5 line spacing, and the font size of footnotes, must be size 10 with single
line spacing. Use of endnotes is not permitted. Headings and Titles must also
have font size 12.

5.4.3. All teams are required to follow the 21% Bluebook edition style of citation.

5.4.4. A margin of 1 inch should be left on all sides of the pages. The pagination
must be done at the bottom of the page.

5.5. Structure of the Memorial:
The memorial must be structured as instructed below—

e Cover Page: Blue for Petitioner/Appellant and Red for
Respondent/Defendant, which must contain:

e Team Code in the upper right corner. The teams must use “A” for
Appellant/P for “Petitioner” and R for “Respondent”/ D for “Defendant.”
For example: if the Team Code is 01, the memorial for the petitioner shall be
named “Po1” and for appellants “A01” and the memorial for the respondent
shall be named “Ro1”.

e The year of the competition.

 The name of the case.

e The party for which the written submission has been prepared.

e Name of the forum resolving the dispute.

e Table of Contents

e List of Abbreviations




e Index of Authorities

e Statement of Jurisdiction

e Statement of Facts

e Issues Raised

e Summary of Arguments

e Pleadings/Arguments Advanced
e Prayer

5.6. Evaluation: The maximum score for each memorial shall be 100 marks.
The scores shall be announced after the Preliminary Rounds. The memorials
shall be evaluated on the following criteria:

S. NO. Parameters Scoring
1 Application of Facts 20
Reasoning & Understanding of
2 25
law and Procedure
Knowledge, Interpretation and 0
3 Application of law
Use of Authorities and
4 20
Precedents
5 Presentation and Formatting 15
Total 100

5.7. Penalties: The teams in the Preliminary Rounds shall be ranked based on
the following criterion—

5.7.1. Delay in submission: A penalty of 2 mark per hour per side shall be
imposed in case of delay in submission of soft copy of the memorial. A team
submitting its memorial beyond 4 hours after the deadline shall be disqualified.

5.7.2. Exceeding the prescribed page limit: 1 mark shall be deducted per extra
page.

5.7.3. Failure to include all the sections: 5 marks shall be deducted per section
not included.

5.7.4. Failure to follow guidelines for the cover section: Up to 5 marks shall be
deducted per memorial with a cover page not adhering to the instructions.



5.7.5. Incorrect font, size, margins, citation style, or spacing: 1 mark shall be
deducted per violation, maximum of 10 marks shall be deducted per side.

5.7.6. Speaking footnote: 0.5 marks shall be deducted per footnote.

5.7.7. Disclosure of identity: Disclosure of identity of teams or the institution
represented by them shall lead to disqualification of the team.

5.7.8. Plagiarism in Memorials beyond 25% will lead to disqualification of the
team.

6. Oral Rounds

6.1. General Rules:

6.1.1. The oral rounds will be conducted in Offline mode and the teams will be
allotted courtrooms accordingly.

6.1.2. The oral rounds shall comprise preliminary rounds, semi-finals, and final
rounds.

6.1.3. In each oral round, a team will be represented by two speakers who will
present arguments. The researcher will not participate in the argument but will
be present along with the speakers during rounds.

6.1.4. There shall be no oral communication between team members and the
speaker delivering oral submissions.

6.1.5. Teams shall not be permitted to use ANY other electronic device while
their rounds are in session, and violation of this rule may lead to the
disqualification of the team.

6.1.6. The time split between the speakers must be communicated to the Court
Master before the commencement of each round.

6.1.7. The teams shall not disclose to the judges, in any manner whatsoever, for
the entire duration of the rounds, either their own individual identities or the
identity of the institution that they represent.

6.1.8. Only ONE speaker from each team shall be permitted to rebut/sur-rebut,
as the case may be, with prior permission of the Judges.



6.1.9. The scope of the Petitioner’s rebuttal shall be limited to responding to
the Respondent’s primary oral pleadings, and the scope of the Respondent’s
surrebuttal shall be limited to responding to the Petitioner’s rebuttal. If the
Petitioner waives the rebuttal, there shall be no sur-rebuttal. No legal issues
which were not addressed in the primary pleadings may be raised in the
rebuttal or sur-rebuttal.

6.1.10. The order of the pleadings in each Round at all levels of the
Competition shall be:

Petitioner 1 — Petitioner 2 — Respondent 1 — Respondent 2 — Rebuttal
(Petitioner 1 or 2) — Sur-rebuttal (Respondent 1 or 2).

6.2. Preliminary Rounds:

6.2.1. There shall be two preliminary rounds. Each team shall argue in both
the rounds, once as Petitioner and once as Respondent.

6.2.2. In the Preliminary rounds, the memorial scores of the teams will be
used to determine the match ups; a power match up system (E.g. - Team rank 1
v Team rank 16, Team rank 2 v Team rank 15...) and a slide match up system
(E.g. - Team 1 v Team 8, Team 2 v Team 7...) shall be used for the first and the
second round respectively.

6.2.3. Each team will get thirty (30) minutes to present their case including
rebuttals and sur-rebuttals. The time includes the time taken in questioning by

the judges.

6.2.4. The division of time is at the discretion of the team members, subject to
a maximum of eighteen (18) minutes per speaker.

6.3. Semi-Final Rounds:

6.3.1. Each team will get forty-five (45) minutes to present their case including
rebuttals and sur-rebuttals. The time includes questioning by the judges.

6.3.2. The division of time is at the discretion of the team members, subject to
a maximum of twenty-five (25) minutes per speaker.

6.4. Final Round:

6.4.1. Each team will get fifty (50) minutes to present their case including
rebuttals and sur-rebuttals. The time includes questioning by the judges.



6.4.2. The division of time is at the discretion of the team members, subject
to a maximum of twenty-eight (28) minutes per speaker.

6.5. Scoring:
PERCENTAGE OF
: : PARAMETER
SINP > MARKS

1. Knowledge of Law 30

2, Application of Law to Facts 25
Ingenuity and Ability to .,

3 Answer Questions 0
Time Management and

4 C 10
Organisation
Style, Advocacy Skills, Court o

. Craft & Demeanour

Total 100

7. Researcher's Test :

One researcher from each team shall be eligible to take the researcher’s test,
the evaluation of which will decide the best researcher award. Researcher’s
test will be an offline pen and paper proctored test, with objective questions
based on the facts or laws relating to the moot proposition.

8. Delay in Appearance/Presentation

8.1. The oral rounds will be conducted in physical mode, the university shall
allot courtrooms for the same with respective time keepers and court masters
to assist the court.



8.2. If a team, scheduled to participate in the oral submissions of a round,
does not appear for 15 minutes after the commencement of the allotted time
slot of such round with judges presiding over the bench, the other team shall
have to make oral submissions ex-parte.

8.3. It shall be at the pure discretion of the Organising Committee on whether
to allow or disallow a team to present their oral submissions in case it does not
appear within 15 minutes after the scheduled commencement of the round.

8.4. Before the commencement of each round, a time keeper and court master
shall be there to assist the teams and the court regarding the time distribution
of the respective speakers and to carry out all other proceedings of the court in
a smooth manner.

8.5. Use of any unfair means and violation of these instructions is strictly

prohibited. The Organising Committee shall be the final arbiter in case of any
conflicts/issues raised during the conduct of the moot court competition.

9. Scouting

9.1. Scouting by the speakers, researcher, or any other person affiliated with a
team will lead to the immediate disqualification of such a team.

9.2. Scouting shall be deemed to have happened if any person affiliated with a
team is found:

9.2.1. Witnessing, hearing, observing, etc. the oral submissions in a round,
except where the round is one in which the team to which he/she is
affiliated is participating; or

9.2.2. Reading a memorandum of a team except where:
9.2.2.1. It is of the team to which he/she is affiliated; or
9.2.2.2. The memoranda have been obtained on account of an exchange
of memoranda prior to a round of the team to which he/she is

affiliated.

10. Dispute Resolution

In case of any dispute regarding the interpretation or understanding of any
matter concerning the competition, the decision of the Organising Committee
shall be final and binding on all those concerned.



11. Miscellaneous

11.1. All rules are subject to changes as the OC might deem fit to introduce at
any stage of the competition.

11.2. Communication made through any channel having official nature and
attribution to the organizing committee shall be considered intimation. Teams
are requested to be cognizant of any announcements we make, therefore.

12. Award & Prizes

The Competition shall feature the following awards:

Winner Team X 75,000

Runner Up X 45,000

Best Student Advocate X 15,000

Best Memorial Applicant X 15,000

Best Memorial Respondent X 15,000

Best Researcher X 15,000
Total X1,80,000

Winner will also be given an internship opportunity
with J. Sagar Associates.

o Winner will get One year subscription to the SCC Online Web Edition.

e All participating teams will be provided with a certificate of participation
or a certificate of merit in accordance with the performance of the team.

e All the participants will also be getting one month access to the SCC Online
Web Edition to all participants.



TIMELINE OF EVENTS

01.02.2026

Commencement of Registration| 08 . 02.2026

20.02.2026

Last Date for Seeking
Clarifications

28.02.2026

Release of Moot Proposition

25.02.2026

Release of Clarifications

Last Date of Submission oq15.03.2026

Registration Form

22.03.2026

Last Date of Submission
of Soft Copy of memorials

Release of results ofl() 3.04.2026

Stage - I Round

03.04.2026

Inaugural Ceremony &
Researcher’s Test

Last Date for Submission 104-04-2026

of Hard Copy of memorials

05.04.2026

Semi Finals, Final Rounds

Preliminary Rounds-I &
Preliminary Rounds-II.

05.04.2026

Valedictory Ceremony
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