CNLU LAW JOURNAL

Call for Papers

The CNLU Law Journal (CNLUL)J) is the flagship, annual peer-reviewed journal published by
Chanakya National Law University, Patna. Founded in 2010, CNLULJ is a reputed journal in Law
and Social Sciences. It serves as an interdisciplinary forum that promotes critical dialogue on law
and policy among diverse scholarly traditions, including political science, management, sociology,
economics, history, and public policy. The journal adopts a broad and interdisciplinary scope,
welcoming contributions addressing socio-legal and policy-related issues at both the national and
international levels. The Journal invites submissions, empirical and theoretical contributions,
commentaries on topical socio-legal issues, and book reviews for Volume XIII (2026-2027).
Original, analytical, and interdisciplinary legal scholarship is encouraged.

Themes:
Submissions are invited on any socio-legal, policy, or interdisciplinary theme, including but not
limited to:
o Constitutionalism and Governance.
Public Policy and Social Justice.
Socio-Legal Studies.
Technology, Digital Rights, and Ethics.
Global Governance and International Frameworks.
Intersectionality, Justice, and Human Rights.

Nature of Submissions:
The CNLU Law Journal invites original, unpublished manuscripts from all legal academics and
post-doctoral/doctoral scholars from India and abroad, under the following categories:

1. Articles (6000-8000 words, including footnotes)
Research articles may be empirical or theoretical. The empirical articles should adhere to
the IMRaD (Introduction, Methods, Results, and Discussion) Format. All research articles
must contain an abstract, keywords, body of text, reference list, and any illustrations in the
main document. The title page must be uploaded as a separate file.

2. Notes and Comments (3500-4000 words, including footnotes)
Concise commentaries and critical evaluations focusing on topical socio-legal issues,
recent legal controversies, judicial decisions, or policy proposals.

3. Case comments, Legislative comments & Book Reviews (3000-2500 words, including
footnotes)




Critical evaluations of significant cases, legislations/amendments or academic books
delivered, operational or published in the year 2025/2026, relevant to the journal’s
interdisciplinary scope.

Submission Guidelines:
1. General Guidelines

i. Manuscripts need to be submitted in Word format (‘.doc’ or ‘.docx’) electronically
via email to editor.cnluljr@cnlu.ac.in with the subject Submission — [Category]
— [Manuscript Title for Vol. 13]. Submissions made by any other means shall not
be considered.

ii. Submissions should deal with relevant and contemporary legal and policy issues
under the broad interdisciplinary themes of the journal.

iii. Manuscripts that have already been submitted or published elsewhere must not be
submitted. Authors are advised to avoid simultaneous submissions.

iv. Co-authored submissions are permitted up to two authors.

v. Authors must adhere to the prescribed word limits and formatting requirements.
Manuscripts that substantially depart from these requirements may be returned for
necessary corrections.

vi. All submissions undergo a double-blind peer review process. Authors must adhere
to academic integrity principles, including proper citation of sources, disclosure of
potential conflicts of interest.

vii. The journal permits a maximum plagiarism limit of 10% and has zero tolerance for
Al generated content.

viii. Authors should ensure that all required documents are attached and properly
formatted before submission.

ix. The following documents must be attached in the mail along with the manuscript:

(a) Title Page / Author’s Bio - A separate document must be attached with the manuscript
containing the following:
o Title of the manuscript;
e Full name(s) of author(s);
o Institutional affiliation and designation;
e Email address(es);
e Corresponding author’s details;
e Acknowledgements; and
e Funding information, where applicable.
(b) Cover Letter - The cover letter should briefly state:
o Title and category of submission;
e Names and affiliations of the author(s);
e Brief description of the manuscript's contribution; and
o Self-declaration confirming that the manuscript is original,
unpublished and not under simultaneous consideration elsewhere.

2. Formatting and Technical guidelines
The manuscripts must strictly adhere to the following formatting guidelines:
1. Font: Times New Roman.
ii. Line Spacing: Single-spaced (1.0).



mailto:editor.cnluljr@cnlu.ac.in

iii. Margins: 1 Inch on all sides.

iv. Spelling and Punctuation: The journal uses British punctuation and spelling. Use
em-dashes rather than hyphens to separate page and date ranges. Use italics (not
underlines) for titles and subtitles of published books, periodicals, and newspapers.

v. Author Names: For authors’ names, use full first names rather than initials unless the
author customarily uses only initials.

vi. Citations and References: OSCOLA

Submission Deadline:
15" December, 2026

Contact Information:
All questions and queries can be addressed to editor.cnluljr@cnlu.ac.in

For further details regarding the journal, please visit the official page at
https://www.cnlu.ac.in/journal/cnlu-law-journal/.
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